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“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praises: be thankful unto him and bless his name.” ~Psalm 100:4
    November in all her glory is surrounding us. The sights, aromas, and sounds of autumn never fail to amaze me. Our Lord is such a talented artist. The air is crisp with all its freshness. Cooler temperatures cause me to reach for a cozy blanket. Crimson leaves cascade toward the ground. All around us are the wonders only nature can impart. Looking at the fields, with all the abundance that they have yielded, one cannot help but think about the upcoming holiday.
    Thanksgiving, although not technically a religious holiday, causes us to pause and thank God for all He has given us. It is a time to look forward to, when family and friends allow their crazy lives to slow down and enjoy the simple treasure of gathering together. No gifts to be bought, no fancy clothes to be worn, just a time to share the love of the season with family and friends. This is a time to reflect upon all that God has provided during the past year. His mercy and undying love continue to bring blessings to our lives. We recognize that He continues to cover us with His Grace and we are thankful. 
    The hymn, “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come,” (ELW #693) says it so beautifully. The writer of the hymn’s text, Henry Alford, refers to the time when God gathers in the faithful like a farmer harvesting his fields. He creates a picture of a wonderful place where those who continually work the fields will find a time to finally be at rest. There they can take the opportunity to give thanks for the Lord of the harvest. Not only can one easily find this meaning in his words, but if you look deeper into the text, you can also see how he finds meaning and rest as his life’s work is done and he finds rest in the Lord’s arms. I encourage you to turn to this hymn in the days ahead, and reread its familiar words. 
    Autumn days are short yet abundant with so many of our Lord’s gifts. Allow the warm sun to fall upon your face. Walk among the leaves and listen to the crunch beneath your feet. Take in the sweet aroma of autumn’s fragrance. Before you know it, winter will be upon us. Enjoy all things autumn, and take the opportunity to thank God for all he has blessed you with. 

Blessings,
Vicar Kim

Thank You: United Lutheran congregation and council, thank you very much for the generous gift card for Pastor Appreciation month. I am daily blessed to serve you and I appreciate your support and prayers.  Blessings, Vicar Kim

COUNCIL NOTES
· Cemetery Endowment Fund letters are being sent out in the near future. The donations will help to pay for the tree removal and planting of new trees, especially at the St. John’s site.
· Council officers and committee heads are: President, Amanda Morris; Vice President, Landon Ries; Secretary, Lisa Luke; Evangelism & Worship, Jeff Anderson; Property & Maintenance, David Solberg; Parish Education, Liza Bollig; Financial Secretary, Connie Wilson

Based on the approved 2025 budget of $104,008, our monthly goal from members is $8,667/month or $2000/week, our total as of  Oct. 19 is $62,586 putting us $24,084 behind budget.

[bookmark: _Hlk209592026]Snow removal: The council is looking for someone to take on the task of removing snow on the church and parsonage property this winter season.  Contact a council member if you are interested.

Harvest Meal: We will be holding our Harvest Meal Sunday, November 23rd. It will be a potluck meal. The council will set up and clean up, those attending are asked to bring a dish to share. It can be a main entrée, vegetable dish, salad, etc. 

Election Night Soup Supper: Tuesday, November 4th, 5 – 6:30 PM, soup will be served at the Ringsted Legion. They will be serving Chili, Cheese, Chicken Wild Rice, and Vegetable Beef soups along with relish and Cinnamon/Carmel rolls.  Free will donation will go to renovation of the kitchen.

Blood Drive: There will be a blood drive Thursday, November 6th at the Ringsted Legion/Community Center. The drive will be held from 1-6 PM. Watch for posters for more information about making an appointment to donate.

Veterans Supper: This annual supper will be held Tuesday, November 11 at 5 PM. All local veterans, spouses of deceased veterans, and auxiliary members are invited to attend. Please RSVP by November 7th to Marty Kane at 712-260-5552.

Happy Hoofers Fundraiser: The Happy Hoofers are selling 9x9 pans of Turkey/Stuffing Casserole for $12 a pan. Orders need to be in by November 14th and will be available for pick up on November 23rd 4-5 PM at the Legion. Call or text Amanda at 712-260-1876 or Barb at 712-260-0375.

Fundraiser: The radio play “Murder at Lone Rock” will be presented Sunday, November 16th 6 PM at the Ringsted Legion. Cost is $5 a ticket and are available at City Hall or at the door. Hor D Oeurves will be served. Proceeds to support 2026 Danish Days.

Stocking Decorating Contest: The Ringsted Library will be holding the contest and you can pick up a stocking to decorate starting October 27th. The decorated stocking needs to be returned to the library by November 29th. Voting takes place until December 20th.

UDMO needs for November: They are in need of cake mixes, cake frostings, and canned fruit.

Poinsettia Orders: Relay for life will be taking orders for red, white, pink or marble poinsettias. Order by November 24th and delivery will be December 4. Contact Robin, 712-363-1066, Gloria, 712-260-4018, or Colleen 712-363-2249. Order blanks are also available in the narthex.

HAPPY  NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS  TO ….
      2 – Taylin Jones		20 – Kay Voetmann
            Henry Ries		23 – Charlotte Ries
      4 – Jewel Meyer		24 – Scott Weisbrod
      7 – Andria Glasnapp	27 – Roslyn Gunderson
      8 – Joe Morris		28 – Rebecca Stouffer
    10 – Kathie Ohrtman	29 – Asher Luke
    16 – Sharla Ries		30 – Jane Brandenburg       
    18 – Shelby Weltz 		
		
HAPPY  NOVEMBER  ANNIVERSARY  TO …..
   1 – Travis & Amy Stouffer	         26 – Kenneth & Ginger Jensen
		
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
[image: MC900048046[1]]Nursing Homes: Berdine Paulsen, Greg Fink - Valley Vue
Gary Clausen – Spring Creek
Russell Handeland – Good Sam, Algona
Mike Rasmussen – ASPIRE, Estherville
Ill or Recovering: Bill Hassel, Lyric Schultz, Patti Paulsen, Travis Griffith, Ros Gunderson, Lili Jensen, Barb Rikansrud, Stacy Hanning, Judy Voetmann
Bereaved: Our sympathy to the family and friends of Rita Yager whose celebration of life was held October 23rd.
Our military people: All military personnel.
The only way we know when someone is hospitalized and/or in need of a visit is if the family calls the church at 866-0881, Vicar Kim Kacmarynski at 712-298-1077 or Gayle Petersen at               712-866-1326 or 712-363-1200
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