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““Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice . . . And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” – Philippians 4:4-7

    What does it mean to have “peace”? Maybe we have peace when our bodies are healthy. Maybe we feel like we have peace when everything is going well at work, or even when we have work. Sometimes in life, we would probably not describe our life as being “peaceful.” When Paul wrote the above passage, I don’t think we would say Paul’s life was exactly “peaceful.” When Paul wrote this, he was sitting in a prison in Rome. Paul’s health was not great. He was constantly dealing with false teachers in the church. Whether well fed, hungry or poor, Paul still had peace, because his peace was one that did not come from this world, his peace came from Christ. 
    As we continue to celebrate the Easter season, we can understand the peace Paul is talking about. As Christians, our peace almost has nothing to do with what is going on in the world around us. Our peace is a lasting, eternal peace because the Son of God offered a perfect sacrifice for us on Good Friday, died for us, and rose from the dead for us three days later. And now, we have peace with God given to us by Jesus. This is why, like Paul, we may rejoice always. Our peace is in Christ, and nothing has the power to take that peace away from you.

Blessings,
Vicar Kim

COUNCIL NOTES
· Looking ahead to summer worship, the first 3 Sundays of June, July and August will be held at the former St. John’s site. The 4th Sundays of each of those months will be at the church with communion. The 5th Sunday of August will also be held at the church.
· Currans Plumbing has fixed the faucet outside of the elevator room. Thrasher will cover the work done by them, outside the east entrance, because it is under warranty. 
· The carpets in the elevator, on the steps and in the narthex were cleaned by Daryl Luke and Jeff Anderson.
· Dylon Weisbrod has been approved for confirmation and will be confirmed Sunday, May 3rd.
· The Cemetery Committee will take care of watering the new trees planted at the St. John’s cemetery. It was decided that there is no need for a watering schedule for the church flower beds. Jason Pergande will be mowing the church, parsonage, and cemeteries.
· Council officers and committee heads are: Amanda Morris, president; Jeff Anderson, Vice President/Cemetery; Lisa Luke, Secretary; Todd Glasnapp, Financial Secretary; Dave Solberg, Property & Maintenance; Amanda Luke, Worship & Evangelism; Landon Ries, Christian Education

Based on the approved 2026 budget of $107,650, our monthly goal from members is $8,971/month or $2070/week, our total as of  April 19 is $27,816 putting us $17,816 behind budget.


Special Meeting Notification: Mark your calendars that on June 28th there will be a special meeting after worship regarding changes to the constitution that need to be voted on prior to submission to the synod. The changes are mostly regarding changing from 7 t0 5 members on the council. Any questions, contact Amanda Morris.

May Upper Des Moines Opportunities body wash, shampoo, and deodorant.
Christian Women Speak: Once again, we are participating in Christian Women Speak, which is broadcast on KICD radio Sunday morning each week. We are scheduled to tape on Monday, August 3rd and it will be aired on Sunday, August 9th.  A volunteer is needed to come up with a sermonette and prayer that will take 8 to 10 minutes to read. Vicar Kim is our hostess/contact and she will help in any way she can. All the information about this program can be gotten from Gayle. Please consider volunteering to participate in this program.

Bible Camp Information: Since there won't be a VBS program this year, the council has decided to help support any kids from our congregation who are wanting to go to a Bible camp this summer. The Bible camp account is low right now but with noisy offering, Lenten services offerings, and the help of the congregation we can build that fund up. The council is asking if anyone from the congregation wants to help sponsor a child for Bible camp whether it be a small donation, 1/2 of the camp costs, or covering the costs of one child to go to camp, anything would be welcomed. As of now we have at least 4-5 kids wanting to attend camp this summer and the price ranges from $420-$445 per camper. If you leave a donation in the offering plate, please specify Bible camp or you can leave a check in Amanda's box and contact her if you have any questions. 

Thank you to the following for their donations to plant trees at St. John's cemetery. We are still in need of donations to help cover the rest of the east side. The cost to purchase and plant a tree is $330 each. Donations can be made out to: ULC Cemetery Endowment Fund. Also, thank you to those who have helped in any way to take down trees and help with the replanting. 

  Loren and Jewel Meyer-3		Todd and Kay Glasnapp-1
  Dennis and Diane Nelsen-3 		Dona Glasnapp-1
  Amanda Morris-1                          Robert Sorenson-1 
  Jeff and Athlyn Black-1                  Alex and Erica Krantz-1
  Curt and Cindy Liljedahl-1             Greg and DeeAnn Anderson-1
  Arne, Mary and Brigette Rasmussen-2     Thrivent-1

HAPPY  MAY  BIRTHDAYS  TO ….
   3 – Cindy Liljedahl			16 – Richard Brandenburg
   4 – Jeff Anderson			18 – Erin Rogers
         Mark White			       Liza Bollig
   6 – Curt Liljedahl			       Kelsey Clark
   8 – David Solberg			22 – Caroline Brandenburg
 10 – Afton Fries			23 – Logan White
 11 – Tabetha Ernster			24 – Jeremy Witte
        Kassidy Morris   			26 – James Voetmann
 12 – Andrea Bradeen  		27 – Amanda Morris

HAPPY  MAY  ANNIVERSARY  TO …..
11 – Tyler & Karissa Norine		23 – Ben & Ashley Bandow




REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
[image: MC900048046[1]]Nursing Homes: Berdine Paulsen, Greg Fink, Gary Clausen - Valley Vue
Russell Handeland – Good Sam, Algona
Judy Voetmann – Homestead, Estherville
Ill or Recovering: Bill Hassel, Lyric Schultz, Patti Paulsen, Travis Griffith, Barb Rikansrud, Stacy Hanning, Mike Rasmussen
Our military people: All military personnel.
The only way we know when someone is hospitalized and/or in need of a visit is if the family calls the church at 866-0881, Vicar Kim Kacmarynski at 712-298-1077 or Gayle Petersen at               712-866-1326 or 712-363-1200

Confirmation will be Sunday, May 3rd. We will welcome Dylon Weisbrod as our newest confirmed member. A basket will be in the narthex if you wish to congratulate him on his special day.

United Lutheran’s seniors this year are Jeffery Walker and Braxton Long. They will be honored on Sunday, May 10 and baskets will be available in the narthex for cards of congratulations.
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