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“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”   ~Isaiah 43:19
I want to begin this month’s spot by saying “THANK YOU!!” Thank you to ALL of you for your kind words, signs of encouragement, and prayers as I graduated on May 17 from Wartburg Theological Seminary. I was blessed to share the day with Jim, my daughter BriAna, my son Phoenix and his significant other Hailey (BriAna’s husband, Alec, was in Ohio for work.) The week prior to my graduation, Phoenix graduated from Dakota State University and we were all gathered together for that as well. (This mama’s heart was full and overflowing! (ykyk)
With graduation happening that means we are getting closer to ordination/rostered ministry. I want to give you a timeline of what the next few months will look like:
· I will begin working on my approval essay which consists of 11 questions (500-750 words in length for each question). One of the questions is a sermon that will be videoed and submitted. This essay should be completed by August at the latest.
· Both Nazareth and United will begin the call process. The synod will be in touch with the councils of how that looks.
· In June/July a Wartburg faculty interview will happen with questions of theology being asked.
· In August my internship committee will meet to submit their evaluations.
· The Synod will put together a panel to interview me in regards to my approval essay answers.
· Based on the Synod panel results, the Synod will meet in October to determine my approval and announce their decision.
· God willing, we are planning on ordination in November. No date has been set yet…but don’t worry because you will all know as soon as I know! 

     With all of this occurring, like literally in the next 5 months, I will be resuming office hours that were similar to when I was actively taking classes: half-days will be spent on candidacy items and half-days will be spent on church/parish items. Outside both of my offices my schedule is posted to reflect these times and if I am working on candidacy items my “Please Do Not Disturb” placard will be hanging from the doorknob. Thank you for honoring my schedule.
     As we move forward, as always, I ask for your prayers for myself as I prepare everything, prayers for the Synod and Wartburg faculty for them to see the gifts I share and the servant heart I have, prayers for my internship committee as they walk beside me to ready for evaluation, and prayers for my family.

“Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” ~Philippians 1:6
Blessings,
Vicar Kim





Special Meeting Notification: On June 28th there will be a special congregational meeting after worship to vote on constitution amendments. Prior to the vote the congregation needs to be informed of the changes and meeting at least 30 days before. The changes the council is proposing is going from 7 members to 5 on church council and 6 members to 5 on the cemetery committee. There are a few copies of the constitution in the narthex if you want to review it prior to the meeting.
If the vote passes it then goes to the synod for review. Any questions contact Amanda Morris

COUNCIL NOTES
· Looking ahead to summer worship, the first 3 Sundays of June, July and August will be held at the former St. John’s site. The 4th Sundays of each of those months will be at the church with communion. The 5th Sunday of August will also be held at the church. (Weather will determine changes)
· Thrasher will be hired to fix and seal the top stoop by the front door.
· A new church sign is still on hold. 
· The survey about keeping or donating the angel baptismal font had 8 to keep, 10 no preference, and 18 to donate it to the museum. So it will be moved to the museum. (After a handicap ramp is in place to make it an easier task.)
· A building fund CD in the amount of $54,000 was renewed in May.
· Ten syrup dispensers have been donated to the Ringsted Legion.
· A $150 donation will be made to Lutheran Lakeside and also Ingham/Okoboji camps.
· Council officers and committee heads are: Amanda Morris, president; Jeff Anderson, Vice President/Cemetery; Lisa Luke, Secretary; Todd Glasnapp, Financial Secretary; Dave Solberg, Property & Maintenance; Amanda Luke, Worship & Evangelism; Landon Ries, Christian Education

Based on the approved 2026 budget of $107,650, our monthly goal from members is $8,971/month or $2070/week, our total as of  Amay 24, is $33,871 putting us $19,955 behind budget.


June Upper Des Moines Opportunities are things for outdoor activities for ages 1 to 8; such as jump ropes, sidewalk chalk, bubbles, wiffle balls, etc.

Christian Women Speak: Once again, we are participating in Christian Women Speak, which is broadcast on KICD radio Sunday morning each week. We are scheduled to tape on Monday, August 3rd and it will be aired on Sunday, August 9th.  A volunteer is needed to come up with a sermonette and prayer that will take 8 to 10 minutes to read. Vicar Kim is our hostess/contact and she will help in any way she can. All the information about this program can be gotten from Gayle. Please consider volunteering to participate in this program.

Ladies: If you are interested in attending the annual Western Iowa Synod convention, it will be held Saturday, June 20th at St. Paul’s Lutheran in Atlantic. A registration form is available in the narthex. There is also registration information for the Women of the ELCA Gathering that will take place July 16th – 19th in Des Moines.

Celebrate America’s 250th Birthday Saturday, June 6th at the Ringsted American Legion. Supper of hamburger, hot dogs, potato salad, chips, baked beans, birthday cake and beverage served from 5:-6:30. Sensational Sweets auction at 5:45 (Relay for Life) and Mikayla Oz magician at 6:30. Free Will Offering – proceeds to Wreaths Across America.

Invitation: Ladies, you are invited to Nazareth Lutheran’s Guest Nite being held 6:30 PM, Wednesday, June 17. The program is by 3 CD’s – a musical event for the soul. Dessert and beverage will be served.

Thank you for taking the time to honor me and for giving me a beautiful quilt to treasure. Braxton Long


HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAYS  TO ….
  2 – Shelley White			18 – Joseph Schmidt
  4 – Allison Walders			21 – Matt Rogers
  5 – Daryl Luke			22 – Linn Ries
  6 – Dennis Nelsen			25 – Darwin Wilson
  8 – Diane Minier			26 – Blaine Cole
11 – Brenna Bollig			28 – Gage Glasnapp
       Easton Moretz			29 – Sue Wilson
      
HAPPY JUNE ANNIVERSARY  TO …..
  1 – Loren & Jewel Meyer	        22 – Carson & Andria Glasnapp
  4 – Jay & Ros Gunderson	        26 – Jamie & Mary Paulsen
  5 – Greg & DeeAnn Anderson      27 – Matth & Tabetha Ernster
11 – Neil & Jane Brandenburg       28 – Jeff & Athlyn Black

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
[image: MC900048046[1]]Nursing Homes: Berdine Paulsen, Greg Fink, Gary Clausen - Valley Vue
Russell Handeland – Good Sam, Algona
Judy Voetmann – Homestead, Estherville
Ill or Recovering: Bill Hassel, Lyric Schultz, Patti Paulsen, Travis Griffith, Barb Rikansrud, Stacy Hanning, Mike Rasmussen
Our military people: All military personnel.
The only way we know when someone is hospitalized and/or in need of a visit is if the family calls the church at 866-0881, Vicar Kim Kacmarynski at 712-298-1077 or Gayle Petersen at               712-866-1326 or 712-363-1200
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