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Jesus said, “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
John 8:36

    On July 4, 2026, the United States will celebrate its Semiquincentennial. It will be 250 years since America declared its independence. On July 4, 1776, the 13 colonies asserted that they were free from, and no longer subject to, King George III and the British monarchy. The Semiquincentennial will be a perfect day to give thanks to God for the many blessings He has bestowed on our nation since that historic moment.
    It will also be a perfect day to give thanks to God for an even greater freedom. By His death and resurrection God’s Son has set us free from our bondage to sin, death, and the devil. At your Baptism you were set free from these evils and made a citizen of God’s eternal kingdom.
    The Christian life can be a struggle because sin, death, and the devil want to draw you back into bondage to them. So, each and every day is a perfect day to repent and remember that you belong to Christ. He teaches us how to live a life of true freedom. When the Son sets you free in this way, you are free indeed.
    Remember also that God has an unending and freedom-filled future planned for you and for all that He has made. Looking forward to Jesus’ appearing in glory on the Last Day, St. Paul wrote in Romans 8, “The creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.”

Blessings,
Vicar Kim

COUNCIL NOTES
· The Cemetery Committee will be measuring and mapping out where new gravesites will be available, due to the removal of trees at the St. John site.  The new sites will be sold for $400/gravesite or 6 for $2000. They will be sold to United members, former St. Paul’s, and former St. John’s members for the first year. After the first year, it will be open to the public.
· The Cemetery Committee is also working on getting a grant through the DNR for new trees to be placed out at the St. Paul’s cemetery. They would remove the remaining trees at that cemetery.
· The Worship/Evangelism committee will be going through the elevator room and clean out items no longer needed, especially those for decorating.
· Ringsted Welding has gotten the church sign completed and is ready to be put in the ground.
· Due to storm/hail damage, estimates for both shingles and siding for the parsonage will be gotten. 
· Council voted to purchase our own confirmation stoles and Bibles for our Sunday School children and confirmation students.
· The council voted to allow Vicar Kim & Jim to put up a fence on the back side of the storage garage for Drifter.
· Council officers and committee heads are: Amanda Morris, president; Jeff Anderson, Vice President/Cemetery; Lisa Luke, Secretary; Todd Glasnapp, Financial Secretary; Dave Solberg, Property & Maintenance; Amanda Luke, Worship & Evangelism; Landon Ries, Christian Education

Based on the approved 2026 budget of $107,650, our monthly goal from members is $8,971/month or $2070/week, our total as of  June 21 is $36,452 putting us $26,345 behind budget.

July Upper Des Moines Opportunities needs are canned fruits and canned vegetables.

As kids are attending bible camps this month a few more donations could be used to help cover the cost of the camps. We had 4 kids from United attend. Talk to Mandy if you're interested in making a donation to the Bible Camp Fund and remember that the Noisy Offering goes into this fund.

Christian Women Speak: Once again, we are participating in Christian Women Speak, which is broadcast on KICD radio Sunday morning each week. We are scheduled to tape on Monday, August 3rd and it will be aired on Sunday, August 9th.  A volunteer is needed to come up with a sermonette and prayer that will take 8 to 10 minutes to read. Vicar Kim is our hostess/contact and she will help in any way she can. All the information about this program can be gotten from Gayle. Please consider volunteering to participate in this program.

Ladies: If you are interested in attending the Women of the ELCA Gathering that will take place July 16th – 19th in Des Moines, there is a registration form and information in the narthex.

Thank you once again to the following for their donations to plant trees at St. John's cemetery.
Loren and Jewel Meyer – 3 trees 				Dona Glasnapp-1 tree
Dennis and Diane Nelsen – 3 trees 			Todd and Kay Glasnapp-1 tree
Amanda Morris – 1 tree 					Robert Sorenson-1 tree
Jeff and Athlyn Black – 1 tree				 Jay and Ros Gunderson-1 tree
Curt and Cindy Liljedahl – 1 tree 				Jim and Kim Kacmarynski-1 tree
Arne, Mary and Bridgette Rasmussen – 2 trees 		Robert and Gayle Petersen-1 tree
Alex and Erica Krantz – 1 tree 				Stewart and Kathi Ohrtman-1 tree
Thrivent-1 tree 						Neil and Diane Guess-1 tree
Greg and DeeAnn Anderson-1 tree

New Members: We are pleased to include Karena Hansen, Austin and Jessica Swalve and their children Keely and Bristol as members of United. They will be officially welcomed a Sunday in November.



HAPPY  JULY  BIRTHDAYS  TO ….
  3 – Connie Wilson			19 – Amanda Luke
        Laverne Jensen			21 – Shannon Sorensen
  5 – Kyle Solberg			22 – Mike Fries
  6 – Jeff Black				24 – Lucas Ries
        Amanda Cox			25 – Dona Glasnapp
  9 – Naomi Jones			26 – Carol Solberg
14 – Judy Voetmann			27 – Bristol Swalve
15 – Linda Jensen			29 – Mark Bonnicksen
       Dylon Weisbrod			30 – Noah Adams
17 – Olivia Schmidt			31 – Keith Schnell

HAPPY  JULY  ANNIVERSARY  TO …..
  7 – Shane & Allison Walders		18 – Eric & Kristen Frederich
12 – Robert & Teresa Sorensen	19 – Curt & Cindy Liljedahl
13 – Jim & Barb Miller			27 – Landon & Tara Ries
       Dustin & Liza Bollig		       Toby & Darcey Morris

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
[image: MC900048046[1]]Nursing Homes: Berdine Paulsen, Greg Fink - Valley Vue
Gary Clausen – Spring Creek, Armstrong
Russell Handeland – Good Sam, Algona
Judy Voetmann – Homestead, Estherville
Don Minier – Good Samaritan, Estherville
Ill or Recovering: Bill Hassel, Lyric Schultz, Patti Paulsen, Travis Griffith, Barb Rikansrud, Stacy Hanning, Mike Rasmussen
Our military people: All military personnel.

The only way we know when someone is hospitalized and/or in need of a visit is if the family calls the church at 866-0881, Vicar Kim Kacmarynski at 712-298-1077 or Gayle Petersen at               712-866-1326 or 712-363-1200
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