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On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine – the best of meats and the finest of wines. ~ Isaiah 25:6
   
    As I write this month’s newsletter article, Jim is grilling hamburgers for our supper. What’s your favorite thing to eat cooked outside on the grill? The byline on my email signature is: “If summer had one defining scent, it'd definitely be the smell of barbecue." ~Katie Lee
    Cookouts are popular in America and are a good way to rejoice in God’s gifts of food, family, and friends.
    The Prophet Isaiah described heaven as a cookout like no other, a feast of rich foods for all peoples. Because of your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, you are invited to this feast. Having been baptized into Christ, you will be joyfully welcomed there.
    Jesus fasted for forty days in the wilderness, and he knows what it’s like to be hungry. His family and friends sometimes misjudged or abandoned him, and he knows what it’s like to be alone. 
    To deliver us from hunger and loneliness and all our other afflictions of body and soul, Jesus went to the cross as the sacrifice for the sins of the world. By his death and his victorious resurrection, he has opened heaven to us. The risen Lord is preparing a feast of rich foods for all peoples. 
    In heaven we will forever rejoice in God’s gifts of food, family, friends, and so much more!

Blessings,
Vicar Kim
COUNCIL NOTES
· The Cemetery Committee will be measuring and mapping out where new gravesites will be available, due to the removal of trees at the St. John site.  The new sites will be sold for $400/gravesite or 6 for $2000. They will be sold to United members, former St. Paul’s, and former St. John’s members for the first year. After the first year, it will be open to the public.
· The Cemetery Committee reported that the grant through the DNR for new trees to be placed out at the St. Paul’s cemetery was not accepted because the church is not a city or county owned property it did not qualify for a grant. The council will look into other possible grants.
· The new church signs has been placed in the same location as the former one. 
· Mata Construction bid for shingle and siding work on the parsonage.
· The new constitution was sent to the synod and has been approved.
· Vicar Kim’s ordination was discussed. Possible dates for it to be held are November 14th and 21st. The Legion will be reserved for the meal.
· Council officers and committee heads are: Amanda Morris, president; Jeff Anderson, Vice President/Cemetery; Lisa Luke, Secretary; Todd Glasnapp, Financial Secretary; Dave Solberg, Property & Maintenance; Amanda Luke, Worship & Evangelism; Landon Ries, Christian Education

Based on the approved 2026 budget of $107,650, our monthly goal from members is $8,971/month or $2070/week, our total as of  July 19 is $48,274 putting us $23,494 behind budget.

August Upper Des Moines Opportunities needs are toilet paper and paper towels.



Council is accepting donations for replacing the narthex & elevator room carpet. They are needing roughly $10,000. You can send in a donation or specify carpet on an offering check. They want to start with donations before doing any other fundraising or cut into the budget. 

Invitation: The Ringsted Community Improvement Organization (RCIO) is proud to announce the grand opening and dedication celebration of “Lille Dansk Kirke” Heritage Museum on Saturday, August 8th at 1:00 PM! They would like to invite you to join them for this wonderful event, tour the museum, and join in the Ringsted Danish Days events! Look for posted flyers for a schedule of the weekend activities.

Danish Days community church service will be held at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, August 9th in Rail Road Park with Vicar Kim leading the service. Rolls, coffee, and juice will be served in the Legion 9:30 – 10:30 before the community worship.

Free items: There is a tote in the narthex that has several different shaped glass bowls/vases, candles, and a wreath. Please take what you like from the assortment of items.

Goodies Auction – Looking for donations: There will be an auction of baked goods 6 PM Saturday, August 8th at the shelter house, with the proceeds going to help defray the expenses of Danish Days activities. If you would like to provide items, contact Gayle Petersen, Diane Nelsen, or Sue Nelsen. If you have questions talk to one of the above listed women.

Back To School Collection: The Ringsted Evening Out Club will be collecting items until August 30th. Especially needed items are Kleenex, Expo dry erase markers and erasers, wide line composition books, large purple glue sticks, post it notes, and Clorox wipes. Items can be left at the Ringsted Legion or in the tote located in our narthex. Items will be donated to the North Union Elementary to be disbursed to the children as needed.


             HAPPY  AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS  TO ….
  1 – Linda Hammond			16 – Dana Miller
  2 – Joshua Rogers			       Tim Rogers
  4 – Jakob Ernster			17 – Loris Morris
  6 – Karen Witte			23 – Aliyah Jones
  7 – Mason Cox			26 – Matt Ernster
11 – Sienna Hansen			       Samantha Fevold
15 – Brooks Glasnapp			31 – Jeremiah Rogers

                 HAPPY  AUGUST  ANNIVERSARY  TO ….
  1 – Don & Diane Minier		22 – Robert & Gayle Petersen
       Tim & Jolene Rogers		24 – Daniel & Sue Nelsen
12 – Mark & Shelley White		       David & Carol Solberg
16 – Stewart & Kathie Ohrtman	25 – Jim & Kay Voetmann
       Andrew & Ciara Johnson		       Larry & Karen Witte
17 – Martin & Lucinda Kane		26 – Darwin & Sue Wilson
       Matt & Shelby Weltz		28 – Scott & Sandy Weisbrod
19 – Daryl & Lisa Luke
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Nursing Homes: Greg Fink - Valley Vue
Gary Clausen – Spring Creek, Armstrong
Russell Handeland – Good Sam, Algona
Judy Voetmann – Homestead, Estherville
Bereaved: Our sympathy to the family and friends of Berdine Paulsen whose celebration of life was held July 20th.
Ill or Recovering: Bill Hassel, Lyric Schultz, Patti Paulsen, Travis Griffith, Stacy Hanning, Mike Rasmussen, Mark Larsen, Tim Schumacher, Pastor Lynn Roesler, Marcus Badgley
Our military people: All military personnel.

The only way we know when someone is hospitalized and/or in need of a visit is if the family calls the church at 866-0881, Vicar Kim Kacmarynski at 712-298-1077 or Gayle Petersen at               712-866-1326 or 712-363-1200
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