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“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” 
~Hebrews 13:8
    For whatever reason, it always seems like September is a month of change. Perhaps it is because it signals the end of summer with the beginning of a new school year, the end of the Iowa State Fair, and the beginning of the Clay County Fair. Maybe it is because schedules change: school starts, sports change seasons, people transition from the “play mode” of the summer to the “work mode” of the fall and winter.
    Change is a part of life, whether we like it or not. Our circumstances change, our health changes, our income, homes, hobbies, appetites, values, and understanding change. We also see these same changes in people close to us. Change is normal.
    And these changes aren’t necessarily a bad thing. Sometimes, change can be good. It can be a good thing for us and loved ones when new opportunities arise, personal growth occurs, or when something different dawns on the horizon. Change can be unsettling. It can disrupt the status quo. It can reshape our lives. Sometimes, change is just…different.
    In the face of any change, the author of Hebrews gives us the simple reminder, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” People mature. People leave. People become consumed. In other words, people change.
    In the midst of such change, One stays the same: Jesus Christ our Lord. He is always loving, faithful, and forgiving. He is always loyal, reigning, and working all things for our good. No matter who changes, us or others in our lives, He stays the same. No matter what changes, He remains the same.
    What a joy and relief that is. Our Savior will still be the same loving, faithful, forgiving, loyal and reigning Lord we know Him to be. And it isn’t just yesterday. And it isn’t just for today. It is for tomorrow too.
    The words from one of my favorite hymns sums up our lives and hope well: “Change and decay in all around I see. O Thou Who changest not, abide with me.” Indeed, He will. 
    I want to highlight some changes that will happen this fall/winter at United:
· Confirmation starts: Parent/Student Night – September 2nd at 6:30 p.m.; Class starts – September 9th at 5:00-6:00 p.m.
· Sunday School starts: United – September 13th at 9:15 a.m. 
· Choir starts: United - September 9th at 6:30 p.m.
· Blessing of Backpacks: September 20th at both worship services
· October: Bible recognition for kindergarten, 2nd and 7th graders.
· November: Reception of new members.
· Ordination: December 5th at 3:00 p.m. at United with reception to follow at Ringsted American Legion.

Blessings,
Vicar Kim

Confirmation Treats: Confirmation will begin September 9th  and both congregations are being invited to provide treats for the students. There will be 15 students this year and suggested treats are potato chips, granola bars, pudding cups, Jello cups, beef sticks, packages of cookies, Rice Krispie bars, etc. Treats can be left in either of Vicar Kim’s offices.

Special Meeting: A special meeting will be following the September 20th worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to vote on the compensation package for the call process. Mark your calendars and plan on attending worship and staying for the meeting.

COUNCIL NOTES
· Vicar Kim’s ordination is set for December 5, 3:00 PM at United. The reception following the service will be held at the Ringsted Legion.
· Council is pleased to announce that Jessica Swalve will be taking over the position of church secretary. Gayle Petersen will continue until the end of the year and during the next months be helping Jessica become acquainted with the secretarial duties.
· Loren Anderson was hired to repair the cracks on the wall leading to the balcony.
· Loyalty Gutters will install new gutters and covers on the parsonage.
· The council is working on all things that need to be accomplished to extend a call to Vicar Kim once she is ordained. A synod requirement.
· The council approved a motion to donate $1000 to the synod for 2026.
· Council officers and committee heads are: Amanda Morris, president; Jeff Anderson, Vice President/Cemetery; Lisa Luke, Secretary; Todd Glasnapp, Financial Secretary; Dave Solberg, Property & Maintenance; Amanda Luke, Worship & Evangelism; Landon Ries, Christian Education

Based on the approved 2026 budget of $107,650, our monthly goal from members is $8,971/month or $2070/week, our total as of August 23, is $54,559 putting us $26,180 behind budget.

Council is accepting donations for replacing the narthex & elevator room carpet. There are samples in the narthex and the council would like any input on which is liked. They are needing roughly $10,000. You can send in a donation or specify carpet on an offering check. They want to start with donations before doing any other fundraising or cut into the budget. 

September Upper Des Moines Opportunities needs are: Breakfast items such as cereal, oatmeal, pancake mix and Pop Tarts.

HAPPY  SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS  TO ….
  3 – Dan Jorgensen			17 – Angela Brandenburg
  5 – Lucinda Kane 			       Atley Fevold
  7 – Logan Anderson			       Laurence Swalve
       April Gunderson			18 – Kevin Luke
       Todd Glasnapp			19 – Diane Nelsen       
       Natalie Walders			       Shallie Walders
  8 – Paul Voetmann			21 – Anita Larsen
11 – Terry Hammond			22 – Austin Swalve
12 – Neil Brandenburg		                 Jarod Wikert
14 – John Petersen			24 – Dustin Bollig
16 – Delores Larsen			27 – Shaylynn Walker
        Andy Lown           		                  Robin Hansen
						30 – Adam Jensen

HAPPY  SEPTEMBER  ANNIVERSARY  TO ….
  2 – Kevin & Amanda Luke		6 – Jerald & Lynn Petersen
  5 – Linn & Sharla Ries	         21 – Terry & Linda Hammond

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
[image: MC900048046[1]]Nursing Homes: Greg Fink - Valley Vue
Gary Clausen – Spring Creek, Armstrong
Russell Handeland – Good Sam, Algona
Judy Voetmann – Homestead, Estherville
Ill or Recovering: Bill Hassel, Lyric Schultz, Patti Paulsen, Travis Griffith, Stacy Hanning, Mike Rasmussen, Mark Larsen, Tim Schumacher, Marcus Badgley
Our military people: All military personnel.
The only way we know when someone is hospitalized and/or in need of a visit is if the family calls the church at 866-0881, Vicar Kim Kacmarynski at 712-298-1077 or Gayle Petersen at               712-866-1326 or 712-363-1200
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