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“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!” ~Psalm 107:1
In this month’s newsletter I want to accomplish 3 things:
     1) THANK YOU SO MUCH!!! For the prayers, support, encouragement, grace, advice, and many more ways in which you have upheld me since October 2021. WE (all of us as one body) have made it to this milestone through the essays, interviews, classes, tears, and laughter. I look forward to the opportunity on November 8; 4:00pm; Nazareth Fellowship Hall to express my gratitude during a light lunch served by Nazareth NLCW and to share time together in anticipation of my ordination.    
     2) Ordination will be Saturday, December 5; 3:00pm; United Lutheran with reception to follow at Ringsted Community Center. More details will follow – please watch your bulletins.
     3) This year during Advent, which begins Sunday, November 29, I want to encourage us all to participate in filling a “Reverse Advent Calendar.” In your own home, add an item to your box each day following the chart below. On December 27, bring your box to church. We will then distribute the boxes to Nazareth Food Pantry, Upper Des Moines Opportunity, CAASA (Centers Against Abuse & Sexual Assault) and other resource providers in the area.

Reverse Advent Calendar
Dec 1 - box of cereal			         Dec 2 - peanut butter
Dec 3 - stuffing mix			         Dec 4 - boxed potatoes
Dec 5 - macaroni &amp; cheese	         Dec 6 - canned chicken
Dec 7 - canned tomatoes	                   Dec 8 - canned tuna
Dec 9 - dessert mix		         	        Dec 10 - jar of applesauce
Dec 11 - canned pineapple	                  Dec 12 - cranberry sauce
Dec 13 - canned beans	                Dec 14 - box of crackers
Dec 15 - box of rice		                Dec 16 - container of oatmeal
Dec 17 - box of pasta		                Dec 18 - spaghetti sauce
Dec 19 - chicken noodle soup	                Dec 20 - tomato soup
Dec 21 - canned corn		                Dec 22 - canned peaches
Dec 23 - canned chili		                Dec 24 - canned green beans

Blessings,
Vicar Kim

COUNCIL NOTES
· Vicar Kim’s ordination is set for December 5, 3:00 PM at United. The reception following the service will be held at the Ringsted Legion.
· The council is working on all things that need to be accomplished to extend a call to Vicar Kim once she is ordained. A synod requirement.
· Council officers and committee heads are: Amanda Morris, president; Jeff Anderson, Vice President/Cemetery; Lisa Luke, Secretary; Todd Glasnapp, Financial Secretary; Dave Solberg, Property & Maintenance; Amanda Luke, Worship & Evangelism; Landon Ries, Christian Education
Based on the approved 2026 budget of $107,650, our monthly goal from members is $8,971/month or $2070/week, our total as of October 25, is $68,716 putting us $29,965 behind budget.

Council is accepting donations for replacing the narthex & elevator room carpet. There are samples in the narthex and the council would like any input on which is liked. They are needing roughly $10,000. You can send in a donation or specify carpet on an offering check. They want to start with donations before doing any other fundraising or cut into the budget. 

Ordination Plans: Amanda Luke is heading up the committee that will be in charge of the ordination/installation service on December 5th. If you would like to be involved in the planning or be on a “help” list for the day, please contact Amanda Luke,   320-282-2696.
Winter is Coming with its Beautiful White Snow! Who is going to clear your snow? Jeffery Walker (712-209-3424) is looking for sidewalks and driveways to clear off snow. 

Ringsted Happy Hoofers Relay for Life is taking orders for Poinsettias. They are $16 each and color choices are red, white, pink and jingle bell. Contact Mandy 712-260-1876 to place your order by November 10th. Plants will arrive on the 27th of November.

Election Night Supper will be held from 5 to 6:30 PM Tuesday November 3rd at the Legion. Soups will be Chili, Vegetable Beef, and Chicken and Wild Rice served with a toasted cheese sandwich, bars and beverage. Free Will Donation with proceeds to electric door opener.

Blood Drive: The blood mobile will be in Ringsted Thursday, November 5th from 1 to 6 PM. Contact Barb Christensen (712-260-0375), Cindy Liljedahl (956-458-2155) or Karen Witte (712-260-7499) to make an appointment.

Ornament Decorating Contest: The Ringsted Library will be holding the contest and you may pick up an ornament at the library. The decorated ornament needs to be returned to the library by November 20th. 

November Lunch & Learn will be held at noon on Wednesday, November 18th at the Ringsted Library. Andi’s Floral will be demonstrating how to make a Christmas porch pot. A lite lunch will be served at noon and the demonstration will follow.  You do not need to signup for the meal, but it does help if you let the library know you plan on attending, it helps the hosts prepare for seating and food.

Veterans Supper will be held 5 PM Nov. 11 at the Legion. All Veterans, spouses of deceased veterans, and auxiliary members are invited. RSVP to Marty 712-260-5552.

Veterans Pictures, alive or deceased veterans associated with Ringsted, are wanted for a holiday project. See a poster for email contact information.

New Member Recognition: United will recognize new members to the church Sunday, November 8th.

November Upper Des Moines Opportunities needs are: any size diapers but bigger sizes especially.

Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) recruits adults to use their skills, talents and life experience to help meet community needs through volunteer service. The Northwest Iowa RSVP program has been sponsored by Iowa Lakes Community College since it was established in 1977. Northwest Iowa RSVP serves Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, Kossuth and Palo Alto counties. 
    The only requirement to join RSVP is that you be 55 years of age or better and have a desire to make a difference in your community. You do not have to be retired nor meet any income guidelines. It does not matter where you live or how much time you have to volunteer. Volunteers can choose where and when they wish to serve. RSVP opportunities can be customized to fit your service availability and interest.

Programs that need volunteers are:
1. Schools (Pre-K thru 12th grade): Pen Pals, Reading Buddies, Tutors.
1. Food Pantry Support: Assist with mobile food pantries, Delivery drivers for Meals on Wheels, Food preparation and packaging.
1. Blood Drive Support: Schedule donors, Register donors, Manage canteen areas.
1. Donation Management: Organizing donations, Operating cash registers, Mentoring at stores including: UDMO, Thrifty's (Estherville), Exceptional Treasures (Algona), Many Hands Market (Spencer).
1. Collegiate-level sports and fine arts activities: Take tickets, Usher. You usually get free admission to the events at ILCC.
1. Many local, seasonal and/or annual community events and activities.
  
   Right now, RSVP is looking for Pen Pals for the 4th grade class at Swea City. This is a one-on-one exchange of letters for 6-8 weeks in the spring. Swea City's 4th grade is larger than usual and so RSVP is searching for more volunteers to participate.
    If you have questions, please reach out to Vicar Kim or Diane Nelsen as they both volunteer with RSVP. If you wish to participate in RSVP, please contact Megan Spurgin at mspurgin@iowalakes.edu or 712-362-7929.	

HAPPY  NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS  TO ….
  2 – Taylin Jones			20 – Kay Voetmann
        Henry Ries  			22 – Charlotte Ries
  4 – Jewel Meyer			23 – Betsy Ulrich
  6 – Dusty Wikert			24 – Scott Weisbrod
  7 – Andria Glasnapp			26 – Isabella Ulrich
  8 – Joe Morris			       Ainsley Ulrich
10 – Kathie Ohrtman		       	27 – Ros Gunderson
11 – Hattie Krantz 			28 – Rebecca Stouffer
16 – Sharla Ries			29 – Asher Luke
18 – Shely Weltz			30 – Jane Brandenburg


HAPPY  NOVEMBER  ANNIVERSARY  TO ….
  1 – Travis & Amy Stouffer		21 – Jessica & Austin Swalve
  		26 – Kenneth & Ginger Jensen	         

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
[image: MC900048046[1]]Nursing Homes: Greg Fink - Valley Vue
Gary Clausen – Spring Creek, Armstrong
Russell Handeland – Good Sam, Algona
Judy Voetmann – Homestead, Estherville
Ill or Recovering: Bill Hassel, Lyric Schultz, Patti Paulsen, Travis Griffith, Stacy Hanning, Mike Rasmussen, Mark Larsen, Tim Schumacher, Marcus Badgley
Our military people: All military personnel.
The only way we know when someone is hospitalized and/or in need of a visit is if the family calls the church at 866-0881, Vicar Kim Kacmarynski at 712-298-1077 or Gayle Petersen at               712-866-1326 or 712-363-1200
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