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OCTOBER 2026
 
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” 
~Psalm 119:105
    I was raised watching my grandparents begin and end their days with devotions and prayer. I learned from this that God’s Word provides guidance for our lives and it helps when we make daily decisions and choices. It also helps us journey through challenges and uncertainties.

    “The most useless thing I ever did in 2019 was to buy a 2020 planner.” (Anonymous quote) Let’s think back 6 years ago…life as we all knew it turned upside down/topsy turvy/shaken up and tossed around. During that time, we saw businesses and schools close along with churches. 

    I began doing Facebook Live morning devotions in 2020 when the pandemic started as a way to bring people together through the Word of God. It ended up spreading into evening prayer as well as a children’s message on Saturday afternoons. Then I took a break while caring for my mother.
 
    One of my internship goals this past year was to begin online devotions again. Word has spread among people who sign on to listen and pray with me. There are listeners from Arizona, Texas, Iowa, South Dakota, Minnesota, Florida and probably other places that I am not aware of. 

    I want to invite you to join me for devotions each morning at 7:00 a.m. on Facebook Live. The Facebook account is my personal account named Kimberly Kacmarynski. The profile picture is 4 males in costume for a play. (If you aren’t a morning person, you are able to watch my post any time during the day.)

“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” ~Matthew 18:20

Blessings,
Vicar Kim

Table and Treat: The Community Action Club is hosting an event at the Ringsted Legion October 31, 4:30-6:30 p.m. and has invited United Lutheran Church to decorate a table and hand out treats. If you would like to volunteer to decorate a table and tend it that evening, contact Amanda Morris. A light supper for all trick and treaters and parents will be served that evening. 

Christmas Greens: The Ringsted Evening Out Club is selling Christmas Greens as a fundraiser. A poster in the narthex has prices and available greens. Order by October 25 for delivery November 20 by contacting Robin Hansen 712-363-1066 or Connie Wilson 712-260-0300.

Wreaths Across America:  The Ringsted cemeteries will be participating in Wreaths Across America Saturday, December 19. Ringsted CAC is accepting donations. For information on donating in honor of a Veteran contact Robin Hansen 712-363-1066 or Anita Larsen 712-363-1060.

Ringsted Library’s October Lunch & Learn will be held Wednesday, October 21 at noon. A representative from Bank Midwest will be the speaker, and the topic will deal with scams.

Thrivent Members: If you have any type of policy with Thrivent Financial, you should be able to direct Choice Dollars to United Lutheran. Simply go to Thrivent Financial on line or call 
1-800-847-4836 and indicate Choice Dollars.

COUNCIL NOTES
1. Council is still working on removing trees at St. Paul Cemetery.
1. Council members are planning on recaulking the seams on the bell tower to help eliminate leaks. 
1. Loren Anderson was hired to repair the cracks on the wall leading to the balcony. He will do the painting over the repaired walls. 
1. Council continues to gather opinions on carpet for narthex and east entrance. 
1. The council is working on all things that need to be accomplished to extend a call to Vicar Kim once she is ordained. A synod requirement.
1. Council has reviewed and made a few minor changes to the Shared Ministry Agreement that both councils must agree on.
1. Council officers and committee heads are: Amanda Morris, President; Jeff Anderson, Vice President/Cemetery; Lisa Luke, Secretary; Todd Glasnapp, Financial Secretary; Dave Solberg, Property & Maintenance; Amanda Luke, Worship & Evangelism; Landon Ries, Christian Education

Based on the approved 2026 budget of $107,650, our monthly goal from members is $8,971/month or $2070/week, our total as of September 20, is $61,188 putting us $28,522 behind budget.

Council is accepting donations for replacing the narthex & elevator room carpet. They are needing roughly $10,000. You can send in a donation or specify carpet on an offering check. They want to start with donations before doing any other fundraising or cut into the budget. 

Upper Des Moines Needs for October are laundry detergent, dryer sheets, and stain remover.







         HAPPY  OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS  TO ….
   1 – Deb Cole			17 – Athlyn Black
  2 – Travis Griffith		       Jacob Nicoson
        Lisa Fessler		                 Gavin Petersen
  4 – Jolene Rogers		18 – Neveah Johnson
  6 – Jim Kacmarynski		       Augustine Johnson
        Larry Jensen			20 – Marguerite Nichols
  8 – Amanda Gozales 		24 – Mike Bonnicksen
 11 – Allen Fothergill		29 – Blake Cole
 13 – Dennis Minier		30 – Russ Handeland
 
        HAPPY  OCTOBER  ANNIVERSARY  TO ….
   1 – Jim & Kim Kacmarynski		18 – Ron & Connie Wilson
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Nursing Homes: Greg Fink - Valley Vue
Gary Clausen – Spring Creek, Armstrong
Russell Handeland – Good Sam, Algona
Judy Voetmann – Homestead, Estherville
Ill or Recovering: Bill Hassel, Lyric Schultz, Patti Paulsen, Travis Griffith, Stacy Hanning, Mike Rasmussen, Mark Larsen, Tim Schumacher, Marcus Badgley
Our military people: All military personnel.

The only way we know when someone is hospitalized and/or in need of a visit is if the family calls the church at 866-0881, Vicar Kim Kacmarynski at 712-298-1077 or Gayle Petersen at 712-866-1326 or 712-363-1200
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